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Sir: 

Responsive to the Official Action of January 15, 2003, 
please amend the above- identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amend claim 3 as follows: 

--3. (amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
one or both of the probe ends have at least two branches, and a 
detectable function is provided on each of the branches on one 
end part of the probe, the detectable functions being different 
and distinguishable from each other. — 

Amend claim 4 as follows: 

--4. (amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein 
one probe end is linear and the other probe end is branched. — 


